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MT OLIVER INCLINE CHUGS ITS LAST

City’s First Cable Car Victim of ‘Shorts’

     The Mount Oliver incline, which had managed for 79 years to avoid traffic jams, succumbed last night to a severe case of the shorts.

     Just after 7 p.m., the up-bound car chugged sturdily from Freyburg St. to Warrington Ave. on its final run.   Midway it met its sister vehicle whose final performance had turned into a downhill pull.  

First Cable Car

     Even as the two passed on the steep grade, their owner, the Pittsburgh Railways System, was seeking bids to scrap and haul away the historic railway.

    The Mt. Oliver Incline, then steam-powered, made its first trip in 1972, linking the south Hills and Downtown Pittsburgh.  It was the city’s first cable driven incline car.

     Since then it has been bypassed by many other transportation facilities such as the Liberty Tubes and the McArdle Roadway which, unlike the old incline, sometimes jam up with traffic.

Passengers Dwindled

     But traffic on the incline dwindled to where it was averaging two passengers a run.   It fell victim to what the occupational disease of horse bettors and indigent public conveyances – the “shorts.”  

    The few employes of the incline are being absorbed elsewhere in the trolley system.   

