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Pittsburgh's Embottled Mountain-Goating Trolleys Hovea Remsrkable Civic Record_o nd Run on the Button
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drops, as is the case in most big popula-

tlon centers.-Th.r" 
are many r'r'ho see in the Steel

City's campaign for buses and opposltlon

t" iut. increa"ses a clrive to ptlt the pri-

n"t"ly o*n.d Pittsburgh Railn'ays. Com-

pany into bankruJrtcy again and this time
'ha"e 

rhe city huy it cheaply and operate tt

municipally.
This view was strengthened during the

current {are battle' when Anne X' Alpern'

city solicitor, expressed the vierv that the

r,.it tt.t ing that* could happen, tc .Pitts-
bureh wJuld be for the local railways

.ot.tfuo,ty to "disaPPea'r'"
Of .o.,t... the iecord oi public-ownectr

transit systems in the U. S' hasn't been

c,r:e oi ioii'er fares' Indeed, it has cost the

citizerrs ntore because they have, trsttaliy

i:nknc,r..ingh'. had to dig down into their

,,'.r'n prcketi to trake up the loss of taxes

t1,at i i te pri|ate slstem earned and from

rvhich the prrblic s-vstent is exetttpt "
some cases, this adds ttp to more tnal '
miilion dollars in iuel tax alone'

Regarclless oI the city's concerted ef[c::'

to forie all-bus operation, and the-railr'"

comoanv's stancl thai trolleys in trlc '"
."."i 

"i. 
best suited for Pittsburgb' : '"

fact remains that this tou"n isn't '- ' :"
streetcar center it once was'

The change has been {airlY grarl'-:

although speeded up r'vithin the last :-'

years *hen economy o{ten took prececr:.

over servlce.
Actually thirty routes have been bl:.'' '

or abanclonecl within the last feu' 't '

reducing trackage fuam &2 miles tc -'

Norv another road constrl lcl ioil I-rr ' --
threatens to wiPe out West End -

which incltrde manY rr.riles oi 1 :

rieht-of-way arrd make for last scf"

-ttr;t 
;. b.."u.. the Planners of

bridge across the Nlonongahela R: -" :

PlTTsBuRGH,Spulseistaken'everysecondbY-thes.emachinesinthedispatcher 'sof f ice.They
eheck trol leys at outer i . i"* inufr 'and also rdcord when street cars pass vital check points
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' i  :  s!ateher 's of f ice.  TheY
::- .s v i ta l  check Points

- - ' , . f-1tr is exenlPt Tn
' 

.- Li'1-r tc) lrore than a

'.  r i  ta--:  alr lne .

.':Ir' 
- 

cc-.llce rted efforts

- r ' ' : , i i , : rr i ,  arrd the rai lrvaY
' l .r . i  troi leys in i .nosl

. '  r  Pi t rshrrr-s l t .  t l ie

: l ; i -  t{} \r  1l i . t t l ' t  the

I  '  l r te \ \E-c.

-  : , r t ' i r  ia i r iy  graclrral ,
' :  r t i t f  i r t  t l ie l i - ,st Jer ' l '
'  , , ' l ( :1'r  1-ook prccedefi{€

' '  ' - . i . rs i l ; l \ :u heen htlssed

:. ' : .  i l tc  last  i 'ew -Yeats.
- : . ,  rrr 002 r l l i lers tc 431.

.  r  t i : t : t tc t ion Pr{rgral l }
:  ,  ' r i i  U"tc,ct Etrd l ines,

rr , ,  r , r j les of  Pt '1v4.{c
:,1.c ior i i rst stheclt lXcs.

- t  planners o{ : i  l ler ' t
.  , ; r , rng: i i re la River ar

Sfeel Crrv frocfiom

WASI.I I  NGTOI{ - N NTERU RBAI'*
{ar$ were equipped with radio-
ie lephone. The l ine is one track
lrom f;ast le Shannon Junction on.

ward

SP0Trl f {G TR0UBLE, $ystem
map in dispatcher 's of f ice,  coupled
rvr lh autornat c recording devices,
contr ibuies to remarkable record.
Cilrs make 95 percent of their

stops r ight  on the button

&



NONE OF tho 5100 series run today, excep.t the.speeded-up 51.49..-This car came
a cropper in rush downiown when f ire broke out in 1947
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SPEEDED uP 5400 ser ies,  or ig inai ly buir t  in rate, twent ies,  is  st i r r  running tr ipper servrce

tlie Point, ca.rr_1,i11g all \Ve.st lrrrcl traffic,
don't rvani car tracks oir the ltriclge. trt'
their plans succeed, the tollou.ins l ine s
r /oll id go : 27-La.rnegie, 28-Heicielberg,
.10 -Craf ion- Ing ranl, 3 1 : S heraden- L LgraLir,
3,[-E11iott, Z5-Island Ave., and 26-West
Park. The first four run extensivelr, on
pr ivate r ights-of-rr  ay

PerhaDs no other mrlnicit)a1 public trans-
portation outfit does as rnuch rvorl< be-
hind the scenes fo see that sr:heciules are
nraintained and that rlelays are minimized.
Streetcars make 95 percent of their stops
riqht on the button.

Route foreinen in radio-telephone
1i ' r t tks,  c l teckers a1 l r r r . r  in lerser.r iqrr .  or
lc i '  poirr ts,  and aulo,rra( ic recor l ing . le-
vices in dispatchers' offices a1l contribr_rte
to tfris firre record. i\lost ir-rtriguing., horv-
e\rer, are the autorlratic recording devices.
Trr l leys passing a given poinr are re-
corded in the dispatcher's office. lA/hen a
car fails to show up at one of these points
n"it l i i ir a r-ninute or so of its schedulerl
i inr.e. a ca.l1 goes to the route foreman.

The l-ri l ls cause most of the delays, Not
ti 'rar the trolleys themselves are aiTectecl
l i i . ari lt l .r ing less than giga_ntic snov,rs, but
in sli lr lter,v u'eather trucks, buses and pni-
\.ar3 alltos get stricl{ oir these hil ls by the
tl i 'r iLrandr. ,: logging ti ie tracks. So serions
is this pr:oit ient t i iat the company main-

tain,s contracts n ith tou,ing garages in
ihe hil l ier are:Ls that call for thim m pro-
r.ide totr'-trucl< sen.ice to truckers anri
niotorists -,r ' iro get stalled in front oi
streetcars. Trollel, operators also carrl
sr t ra l l  t 'orr i r  inei 's  oI  sand t ,o l re lp i r rotor ist . .

Pittsburgh Railrnays came int,o eNist_
ence in 1902. At this time some 200 local
firms ivere in the transportation ltusiness
lihe company rn'as the answer to the uniii_
cation problem then, but the terms undei
rvhich it absorbed the 200 firms-by leas-
and. operating agreements-frnally provrr :
to be a millstone, forcing a bantr<mptc:
soon after World War I. This bankmptr
lasted six years and rvas terminatecl i,
1 i l  rq|ec|renr rhrt  cai led ior  the phi lat l .
phia Cor:rpany to re.organize the pitl.-
burgli setup.

The recession of 193.3 aga_in iorcecl ri
rrrairi contpany into ba.nkruptc1., where
rernained unti l Jar.rrrar:y 1, 195i. whel
finally priecl itself free of all underh,i
c,  ' r i l l r l i r i , , :  : l l r , l  . , , r ' t , r -cr l  i t .  eor,nect io,r  , .
tire Philadelphi:r outiii.

l lehind the scenes, too, is the nairrr.
: lnce of equiprnent. Dalr-1e-o1ot main:.
ance is pror.ided ior cars at the nine .r
r i ing r 'ar  b l rn. .  u l r i le ihc rrramrrroth . '
at Flonleq,ood, covering many cityr nl,-,-
do the heavy repairs. Scrappinglifl.
exorable boq'ing to F'ather Time-is :

Magazino
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. ;nning tr iPPer service

Steel City Trsctian

mostly at the car barn in Ingranr.The big
storage barn is located in Rankin.

While PCC cars provide all non-rush-
hour service, business in the peak period
still is brisk enough to bring about 100 of
the 500 or so old deck-roof, yeiiow cars
onto the streets. These older types of
equipment are of many series. Many of
them underwent a face-lifting job.

All the older cars are the center-door
type, but the 4800 and 4900 series looked
no more like the 5000, 5200, 5400 and
5500 originally than a PCC car.

In 1929 and 1930, they lost their big
{enders, had another-pnettmatic-cloor
installed at the {ront, lost the conductor's
seat in the center, although some 4900s

still have a revamped conductor's seat.
Leather straps were exchanged for porce-
lain, spring-type ones. Standee poles were
installed, and the bell went from the roo{,
where it was operated by a hand rope, to

the floor where a size fourteen brogan
gives it an authoritative bang.

Stop lights appeared on the rear and
many motorists found to their dismay
that the cars were speedier. Being driven
by a S0-horsepower motor instead of 35,
they were capable of 41 miles an hour, the

same as the PCC cars. They also got new
and brighter headlights.

A11 4800 and 4900 series cars were
speeded up; some oi the 4700 series got

the same treatment, but that series has

disappeared via scrapping of late: so did

the 5000 up to 5054. Then the depression
cut into the modernization ptogram, and

onlv 5149 o{ the 5100 type got the treat-
ment. All 5200s, 5400s and 5500s were

f:r

spe€ded up and some 5200s. -19OC)s anc
47@s were given plush, bucket-R'pe seats.
This cut down on seating capacitv.

Here's the lineup of cars and the barns
they now use:

Manchester barn (North Side)-13
Emsworth, 14 Avalon, 18 lVoods Run,
19 Western Avenue, 22 Crosstown.

Keating barn (North Side)-6 Brigllton
Road, 7 eharles St., 8 Perrysville, 10 West
View, 12 Evergreen, 15 Bellevue, 21 Fine-
vlew.

lnsram ( West End)-25 Island Ave-
nue.76 West Park,27 Carnegie, 28 Heidel-
bers. 30 Crafton, 3l Sheraden. 34 El l iott .

South Hil ls (South end of tunnel)-37
Shannon, 38 Mt. Lebanon, 39 Brookline,
40 Mt. Washingron, 42 Dormont, 44 Knox-
ville, 49 Beltzhoover, shortened Charleroi,
Washington routes.

CairlJ[ (South Hills)-53 Carrick, 47
Carrick via tunnel (rush-hours only),
77 154 Carrick-Oakland (the longest route
of the system).

CraIt Avenue (Oakland)-64 East Pitts-
bureh. 66 Wilkinsburg, 67 Swissvale-Ran-
kin- Bladdock, 68 McKeesport, 69 Squirrel
Hi l i ,  75 Wilkirrsburg via Penn Avenue),
85 Bedform, 50 Carson St.

Hiehland Park (East End)-71 Neglev'
73 Hiehiand, 82 Lincoln.

Glenrvood (Second Avenue)-55 East
Pittsburgh, 56 NlcKeesport, 57 Glenwood,
58 Greenfield, 65 Lincoln Place, 98 Glass-
Dort.- Lawrenceville (Butler Street) 94 Sharps-
burs.  5 But ler  Street t rush-hour only) .
96 

"Eastl iherty-o2rrd Street. 1 Spring Car-
den. 4 Trov Hi l l .  i  SPring Hi l l .

Homeuood rEast End.)-62 East Pi t ts-
bursh-Trafford, 87 -\rdmore. 88 Franks-
bwn. 76 Hamilton. o0 East Libert l ' -Home-
stead.

How long the Pittsburgh RailwaYs

can weather the current political storm no

one knows, but everyone in Pittsburgh

cares.

Coming Next Month

TIIE TRAIN TIIAT MAKES A THOUSAND STOPS-BoI) Eggqg
*irt,Iri, camera, rides the Cotton Belt supply train . . .NIGIIT CIIIEF

-P";;iosset"nd lifts the lid on problems facing-a chief {gpq!"}-t"
. . . 3OOMERS, NORTIIBOUNDIITu. tale-by "H-aV;1ire Mac'? Mc'

Ciirrr""k, author oi 66The Big Rock gut$ Mountain" ' ' ' A MEET

ON- FiVfu.MILE TRESTLE-.161y by Don W{9f!,^.boomer nut'

snlitter and bierime fiction writer: . .-. LADY SWITCHTENDER-
if;i;;1"il[r."-o interviews a good.looking Pennsy girl, with photos
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!:: .- .. '-.-: call for them to Pro-
a ::: i ' i .e to tfuckers and

* r.i .talled in iront o{
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lperators also carry

. , . . , .  , .ond to helP motor ists '
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il -.: -iris tiure some 200 local

::. -.--: :ransPortation business'

r ' .-s ti.re ut-t.*tt to the unifi-

|,.. ' .. , i  .n. but the terms under
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:-r .l:ai :alled tor the Philadel-
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:. ri 1938 again forced the-

::,to bankruPtcY, where it

. ianttarv 1, 1951, when it

.":i ft"" of all underlYing

- .t'.-ered its connection with

:'-l:. Olttfit'
: l : lre:, too, is the mainten-
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DaY-to-daY mainten-

,: . -,rr cars at the nine oPer-
.. ',',.hile the tnammoth shoPs

.. -',rveril1g manY citY blocks'

::i.rairs. 
"ScraPPing*the in-

::rr:o Father Time-is done


